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(57) Information receiving apparatus comprising 
memory means for recording contents of a program and 
service additional information containing information 
relating to a program received in said information 
receiving apparatus, means for reserving to record a 
program on the basis of service additional information, 
means for detecting overlapping of recording time of 
programs, selecting means for comparing service addi- 
tional information of programs overlapped in recording 
time, and selecting a program preferable for the user, 
means for changing record reservation of program on 
the basis of the result of selection, viewing trend survey 
means for investigating the viewing trend of the user, 
and reproducing means, a program preferable for the 
user is automatically reserved for recording according 
to service additional information , or a preferred pro- 
gram out of overlapped programs is automatically 
selected and recorded in the case of change in broad- 
casting time. 
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Description 

Background of the Invention 

The present invention relates to an information s 
receiving method capable of recording by reservation, 
and an information receiving apparatus using the same 
method. 

When the broadcast starting time for a program 
reserved for the purpose of recording (hereinafter called io 
a reserved program) is delayed, or when the broadcast- 
ing time of the reserved program is changed, and even 
if overlapped with the broadcasting time of other 
reserved program, the invention is intended to provide 
an information receiving method and an information 75 
receiving apparatus capable of selecting and recording 
a preferred program for the user. Moreover, when 
receiving service addition information introducing the 
content of the program beforehand, by automatically 
judging whether or not to reserve recording of the pro- 20 
gram indicated by this service additional information, 
the information receiving apparatus reserves recording 
automatically on the basis of this judgment. 

Herein, the service additional information is the 
information necessary for reservation of a program 25 
recording, including, for example, the program name, 
summary of the program, broadcasting time, tariff infor- 
mation, distribution form, program genre, and others. 
The service additional information may be either distrib- 
uted alone for introduction of the program, or distributed 30 
together with the contents of the program during distri- 
bution of the program as reference information. 

If a broadcast program cannot be viewed in real 
time, it is a general practice to reserve recording of the 
program in the recording apparatus, and play it back 35 
later. If the broadcasting time of the program before this 
program reserved for recording, that is, the reserved 
program, is delayed, the method for recording the 
reserved program securely is disclosed, for example, in 
Japanese Laid-open Patent No. 7-65436 or No. 6- 40 
253221. If the recording start time is changed, the 
method of changing the reserved time is disclosed in 
Japanese Patent Publication No. 3-40977. 

In the background of promotion of multiple-channel 
service by digital broadcasting, it is now possible to 45 
reserve recording of a program by utilizing a so-called 
electronic program guide (hereafter abbreviate EPG). 
However, if the EPG of all channels cannot be displayed 
on the display screen at the same time, it is not possible 
to confirm on the screen if plural programs are reserved so 
in the same time zone, and duplicate reservation of 
recording may occur. Moreover, if plural people share 
one recording apparatus, if the EPG of all channels can- 
not be displayed on the display screen at the same time, 
it is very difficult to check all channels on the screen for 55 
reservation of programs by other people. To cope with 
this problem, there is a prior art for rejecting the instruc- 
tion for reservation of recording of a program in a same 



time zone already reserved by others, and warning 
duplicate reservation to the user on the screen. 

If the record starting time of such reserved program 
is changed due to change of broadcasting time of the 
preceding program or other reason, generally, the 
recording end time is changed at the same time. 
Accordingly, successively to a first reserved program, if 
a second program is reserved in other channel, in case 
the record end time is altered due to change of broad- 
casting time of the first reserved program, the recording 
time of the first reserved program and the recording 
time of the second reserved program overlap, and the 
overlapped portion of the second reserved program is 
not recorded. 

For a third reserved program, if recording reserva- 
tion for a fourth program is instructed in the same time 
zone as the broadcasting time of the third program, this 
instruction of fourth reserved program is not accepted, 
and overlapping of the time of the program is warned on 
the screen to the user, as mentioned in the prior art 
above. Once knowing the duplicate recording reserva- 
tion on the screen, the user considers the priority of the 
programs, and manipulates again for reservation, which 
was very inconvenient. 

In the prior art, the program to be newly reserved 
for recording cannot be selected automatically, and the 
user must select the program. Accordingly, the user 
must always check the information of many programs 
from the service additional information beforehand, and 
find the broadcast schedule of preferred programs. 

It is hence an object of the invention to present an 
information receiving method and an apparatus using 
the same, capable of making necessary recording auto- 
matically, when the recording time of plural reserved 
programs is overlapped, by judging from the program 
information of the service additional information, and 
selecting and reserving the more preferred program for 
the user. It is also an object to present an information 
receiving method and an apparatus using the same, 
capable of reserving recording of a preferred program 
for the user automatically by using the service additional 
information. 

Summary of the Invention 

The invention presents an information receiving 
method for receiving a program containing picture, 
sound, and/or data, and service additional information 
relating to this program, comprising: a step of receiving 
the program and service additional information, 

a step of recording the received program and serv- 
ice addition information, 

a step of reserving to record a received program, 
a step of detecting duplication of recording time of a 
reserved program to be recorded, from the 
recorded service additional information, and 
a step of displaying duplication of reserved record- 
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ing time. 

The invention further presents an information 
receiving method comprising: 

5 

a step of selecting one program from the reserved 
programs of which duplication of reserved time is 
detected, by using service information, relating to 
reservation for recording of dupiicated portion, and 
a step of changing the reservation for recording on 10 
the basis of the result of selection. 

The invention also presents an information receiv- 
ing apparatus for receiving a program containing pic- 
ture, sound, and/or data, and service additional 75 
information relating to a program, comprising: 

information receiving means for receiving the pro- 
gram and service additional information, 
memory means for recording the program and serv- 20 
ice additional information received by this informa- 
tion receiving means, 

reservation input means for reserving to record the 
program indicated by the service additional infor- 
mation received by the information receiving 
means. 

memory control means for detecting duplication of 
recording time of the reserved programs, that is, the 
programs reserved for recording by the reserve 
input means, referring the service additional infor- 30 
mation, and 

display means for displaying detection of duplica- 
tion of recording time of plural reserved programs 
by the memory control means. 

35 

The apparatus further comprises: 

program list compiling means for compiling EPG 
from the recorded service additional information, 
program input means for setting a program reserva- 40 
tion for recording, that is, a reserved program on the 
basis of the received service additional information, 
selecting means for selecting a certain program 
when duplication of recording time occurs, 
viewing trend investigating means for investigating 45 
the viewer's viewing trend from the past record res- 
ervations, 

memory change means for changing the content of 
record reservation on the basis of the selected 
result, so 
display means for displaying the event of duplica- 
tion of recording time or selection of program for 
recording the overlapped portions, 
communication means for noticing the duplication 
or selection to a person at a remote place, and 55 
external signal input means for entering an instruc- 
tion signal from outside. 



By this method and structure, 

using the entered service additional information, or 
the EPG compiled on the basis thereof, the user 
can reserve to record a desired program directly, or 
automatically by the information recording method 
and its apparatus, 

if the broadcasting time of the reserved program to 
be recorded is changed, or when newly reserving a 
program to be recorded, it is automatically investi- 
gated to check for duplication of the recording time 
with the already reserved program to be recorded, 
and 

the duplication, rf detected, is noticed by display or 
communication means. 

Moreover, comparing the service additional infor- 
mation of the duplicated programs, the program more 
preferable for the user is selected to be recorded, and 

on the basis of the result of selection, the reserva- 
tion for recording is changed, and a more preferable 
program for the user is recorded. 



Fig. 1 is a diagram showing a structure of an infor- 
mation receiving apparatus according to embodiment 1 
of the invention, and a related transmitting apparatus. 

Fig. 2 is a diagram showing a detailed structure of 
an input and output information controller 23 of the infor- 
mation receiving apparatus in embodiment 1 of the 
invention. 

Fig. 3 is a diagram showing an example of program 
record reservation information recorded in a first mem- 
ory unit. 

Fig. 4 is a diagram showing a structure of a modi- 
fied example of the information receiving apparatus of 
embodiment 1 of the invention. 

Fig. 5 is a diagram showing a structure of other 
modified example of the information receiving appara- 
tus of embodiment 1 of the invention. 

Fig. 6-a is a diagram showing an example of EPG 
displayed on a monitor screen in the information receiv- 
ing apparatus of embodiment 1 of the invention. 

Fig. 6-b is a diagram showing an example of EPG 
after change of record reservation displayed on the 
monitor screen in the information receiving apparatus of 
embodiment 1 of the invention. 

Fig. 7-a is a diagram of a first example of EPG for 
explain-ing the operation of an information receiving 
apparatus according to embodiment 2 of the invention, 
and its modified example. 

Fig. 7-b is a diagram of a second example of EPG 
for explaining the operation of the information receiving 
apparatus according to embodiment 2 of the invention, 
and its modified example. 

Fig. 7-c is a diagram of a third example of EPG for 
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explaining the operation of the information receiving 
apparatus according to embodiment 2 of the invention, 
and its modified example. 

Fig. 8 is a diagram showing a structure of a modi- 
fied example of the information receiving apparatus of s 
embodiment 1 of the invention. 

Fig. 9 is a diagram for explaining the recording 
operation of an information receiving apparatus accord- 
ing to embodiment 3 of the invention. 

Fig. 10 -a is a diagram for explaining the reproduc- 10 
ing operation of program B by the information receiving 
apparatus of embodiment 3 of the invention. 

Fig. 10-b is a diagram for explaining the reproduc- 
ing operation of program A by the information receiving 
apparatus of embodiment 3 of the invention. is 

Fig. 11 -a is a diagram showing the flow of operation 
for recording service additional information in the infor- 
mation receiving apparatus of embodiment 1 of the 
invention. 

Fig. 1 1 -b is a diagram showing the flow of operation 20 
for reserving to record a program in the information 
receiving apparatus of embodiment 1 of the invention. 

Fig. 1 1 -c is a diagram showing the flow of operation 
for changing the reservation of recording a program in 
the information receiving apparatus of embodiment 1 of 25 
the invention. 

Fig. 12 is a diagram showing the fbw of operation 
due to change in the broadcasting time of a program in 
the information recording apparatus in embodiments 1 
and 5 of the invention. 30 

Fig. 13 is a diagram showing the flow of operation 
relating to reservation for recording in the information 
receiving apparatus of embodiment 2 of the invention. 

Fig. 14 is a diagram showing the fbw of operation 
for reservation to record a program by the user in the 35 
information recording apparatus of embodiments 1 and 
2 of the invention. 

Fig. 15 is a diagram showing the flow of automatic 
operation for reserving to record in an information 
receiving apparatus of embodiment 4 of the invention. 40 

Detailed Description of the Invention 

Exemplary Embodiment 1 

45 

Fig. 1 is a diagram for explaining a structure of an 
information receiving apparatus according to embodi- 
ment 1 of the invention. Referring new to Fig. 1. the 
structure of the information receiving apparatus is 
described below. so 

Reference numeral 11 is an information source 
including a picture signal composed of still image or 
moving image, a sound signal, and/or data, 12 is an 
information encoder for coding the picture signal and/or 
sound signal according to a specific coding method, for 55 
example, the standard of MPEG (Moving Picture Image 
Coding Experts Group), and 13 is a related information 
generator for generating related information not 



required to be coded particularly among the service 
additional information necessary for selecting a trans- 
mitted program as a program reserved to be recorded, 
and information not required to be coded particularly 
among contents in the program information. Such 
related information includes, for example, the type of 
picture, sound and data for composing a program, pro- 
gram number, and broadcast starting time, and is the 
information not required to be coded. Usually, these 
pieces of information are generated on the basis of the 
MPEG system standard (Generic Coding of Moving Pic- 
tures and Associated Audio: System Recommendation 
H.222.0, ISO/IEC 13818-1), or the system standard of 
DVB for digital broadcasting in Europe (Digital Video 
Broadcasting (DVB) Systems, ETS 300468, January 
1996). 

Reference numeral 14 is a multiplexer for multiplex- 
ing the coded signal and related information, 15 is a 
channel encoder including error correction coding 
means for processing the data for protection from trans- 
mission error and digital modulating means for sending 
out a digital signal, and 16 is a transmission line com- 
posed of a transmitter, actual transmission line, and a 
tuner of information receiving apparatus side. 

Reference numeral 100 is information receiving 
means of embodiment 1. that is. an information receiv- 
ing apparatus, 17 is a channel decoder composed of 
digital demodulating means for demodulating the digital 
modulated signal, and error correction means for data 
error occurring in the transmission fine 16, 18 is a 
demultiplexer for de-multiplexing the multiplexed digital 
signal delivered from the channel decoder 17 into a 
coded picture signal, sound signal, and/or data signal, 
and related information, 19 is an information decoder for 
decoding the coded signal into a picture signal and/or 
sound signal, 20 is a related information processor for 
processing the related information not required to be 
decoded as being entered from the demultiplexer 18, 21 
is an information composite unit for combining the pic- 
ture, sound and/or data delivered from the information 
decode 19 and related information processor 20, 24 is 
an information output unit for delivering the picture, 
sound and/or data combined in the information compos- 
ite unit 21, and 23 is an input and output information 
controller for receiving the output of the information 
composite unit 21 and the external control signal 
entered through an external signal input unit 22, and 
creating and issuing a program list or EPG, and also 
controlling the recording of signal such as program and 
service additional information. 

Reference numeral 150 is memory means com- 
posed of a first memory unit 25 for storing service adefi- 
tional information for creating the EPG issued by the 
input and output information controller 23,and the infor- 
mation about reserved recorcfing of program, that is, the 
program record reservation information, and a second 
memory unit 26 for recording the contents of the pro- 
gram to be recorded, and the service additional informa- 
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tion to be recorded together with the contents. 

Fig. 2 is a diagram showing a detailed structure of 
the input and output information controller 23 of the 
information receiving apparatus of embodiment 1 . 

In Fig. 2, reference numeral 23a is a central s 
processing unit (hereafter abbreviated CPU) for control- 
ling the information through the input and output infor- 
mation controller 23; 23b is a program ROM storing a 
program for controlling each means connected to the 
CPU 23a, which is used by the CPU 23a for controlling 10 
data writing, reading, and searching; 23c is a work RAM 
for temporarily storing the information when the CPU 
23a calculates or controls the information; 23d is infor- 
mation input and output means for exchanging informa- 
tion composed of picture, sound and/out data with the is 
information composite unrt21; 23e is external signal 
input means for receiving an external control signal 
such as program reservation input by the user through 
the external signal input unit 22; 23f is clock means for 
counting the present time; and 23g is comparing and 20 
determining means combining selecting means for 
comparing the service additional information of pro- 
grams overlapped in recording time and determining 
which program to record, when record control means 
23h described below compares the time information of 25 
service additional information of plural programs 
reserved for recording and detects overlapping of 
recording time, and means for determining various con- 
ditions about recording as mentioned below. 

The record control means 23h is means for control- 30 
ling reading and recording of the information received 
from the information composite unit 21 into memory 
means 150, and further this record control means 23h 
records the service additional information received from 
the information composite unit 21 and/or the pro-am 35 
record reservation information showing the detail of 
record reservation in the first memory unit 25 of the 
memory means 150. records the contents of the pro- 
gram to be recorded or the contents accompanying the 
service additional information about the program, on the 40 
basis of the program record reservation information, in 
the second memory unit 26of the memory means 150, 
and further presents the service additional information 
necessary for compiling the EPQ to program fist compil- 
ing means 23i described below by reading out from the 45 
first memory unit 25, and moreover compares the time 
information of the service additional information of the 
plural programs reserved for recording, thereby detect- 
ing whether the recording time is overlapped or not. The 
program fist compiling means 23i is means for compiling so 
the EPG on the basis of the service additional informa- 
tion recorded in the first memory unit 25, and issuing to 
the information output unit 24. 

The operation of the information receiving appara- 
tus of embodiment 1 is described below. ss 

First at the information sender side, the information 
encoder 12 encodes the picture signal composed of still 
image or moving image, sound signal and/or data from 



the information source 11 according to a coding 
method, for example, the coding method specified in 
MPEG, the related information generator 13 generates 
information not required to be coded, out of service 
additional information necessary for selecting a pro- 
gram, for example, the program genre, data size, broad- 
cast starting time of program, broadcast ending time of 
program, other time information, and other information, 
and the multiplexer 14 multiplexes the signals issued 
from the information encoder 1 2 and related information 
generator 13. This multiplexing is performed in accord- 
ance with, for example, the MPEG system standard or 
DVB system standard of digital broadcasting standard 
in Europe. The channel encoder 15 is error correction 
coding means for processing the data for protecting the 
multiplexed digital signal from transmission error and 
digital modulating means for sending out digital signal. 
The transmission line 16 is an actual transmission line 
for transmitting the output signal of the channel encoder 
15. 

On the other hand, at the information receiving 
apparatus 100 , the channel decoder 17 processes the 
signal transmitted in the transmission line 16 by digital 
demodulation and error correction. This channel 
decoder 17 processes oppositely to the channel 
encoder 15, and delivers the same signal as issued by 
the multiplexer 14 to the demultiplexer 18. The demulti- 
plexer 18 demultiplexes the output signal of the channel 
encoder 17, and the demultiplexed signal is issued into 
the information decoder 19 and related information 
processor 20. The information decoder 19 decodes the 
entered coded signal into picture or sound signal 
according to, for example, the MPEG standard. The 
information composite unit 21 combines the signals 
issued from the information decode 1 9 and related infor- 
mation processor 20, and sends out into the information 
output unit 24 and input and output information control- 
ler 23. The signal issued to the information output unit 
24 is sent out, for example, the picture signal is sent out 
to the monitor display unit, the sound signal to the 
speaker, or the data signal to the computer. The input 
and output information controller 23 records the service 
additional information issued from the information com- 
posite unit 21 into the first memory unit 25 of the mem- 
ory means 150 through the memory control means 23h, 
and adds the content of the service additional informa- 
tion to the EPG. (The operation of the information 
receiving apparatus side is shown in steps 1 and 2 in 
Fig. 11 -a.) 

Next is explained the operation of the reservation 
input means for reserving to record a program by using 
the EPG. 

The user enters an external control signal for 
requesting display of EPG to the input and output infor- 
mation controller 23 through the external signal input 
unit 22. 

The program list compiling means 23i reads out the 
service additional information stored in the first memory 
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unit 25 of the memory means 150, depending on the 
display request of the EGP by the user, through the 
memory control means 23h, and compiles the EPG on 
the basis of the service addition information (step 3), 
and issues to the information output unit 24. 5 

The information output unit 24 displays the EPG on 
the monitor screen (step 5). The user scrolls the EGP 
on the screen or changes over the screen, and 
searches programs of various channels, selects a cell of 
a desired program, and enters an instruction adding a 10 
code showing that the program put in the selected cell is 
the object program reserved for recording, into the 
memory control means23h of the input and output infor- 
mation controller 23 through the external signal input 
unit 22 (step 6). This input is entered by using, for exam- is 
pie, the remote control device or keyboard. 

The memory control means 23h records the pro- 
gram record reservation information showing the con- 
tent of reservation for recording of the reserved program 
selected on the EPG, in the first memory unit 25, in a 20 
format as shown in, for example, Fig. 3 (step 7), and 
later checks periodically "if there is a program reserved 
for recording in the first memory unit 25," and, rf there is 
a program reserved for recording, compares the record 
starting time written in the program record reservation 25 
information and the present time issued by the clock 
means 23f, and records the corresponding program in 
the second memory 26 when reaching the broadcasting 
time of the program. 

The program list compiling means 23i presents the 30 
identification signal showing that the pertinent program 
is the reserved program in the EPG by, for example, 
shading the cell of the reserved program or showing in 
the display color different from other cells. 

Thus, the information receiving ^Dparatus of 35 
embodiment 1 comprises the memory control means 
23h which controls to record the received service addi- 
tional information and information about reservation of 
program recording in the first memory unit 25, controls 
to record the reserved program in the second memory 40 
unit 26 on the basis of the information relating to the res- 
ervation of recording of the program recorded in the first 
memory unit 25, and investigates if there is any overlap- 
ping of recording time of the reserved programs being 
already reserved for recording due to change, when 45 
receiving the service additional information including 
change information of broadcasting time of the reserved 
program after reserving to record a program, and the 
comparing and determining means 23g which com- 
pares the specific information of the service additional so 
information of the plural overlapped reserved programs 
when the memory control means 23h detects overlap- 
ping of recorcfing time of plural reserved programs, 
selects either one of the plural reserved programs on 
the basis of the result of comparison, of the service ss 
additional information of the overlapped plural reserved 
programs, and determines to record this program. 
Therefore, if overlapping in recording time of plural 
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reserved programs occurs by change of broadcasting 
time of the reserved program after reservation of plural 
programs, the preferred program for the user is auto- 
matically recorded. 

Incidentally, when plural programs are reserved for 
recording, change of broadcasting time of one program 
may cause overlapping of recording time even if there is 
no overlapping of recording time initially. In such a case, 
the operation of the change memory means of the infor- 
mation recording apparatus of embodiment 1 is 
described specifically below. 

Rg. 6-a is a diagram of an example of the EPG dis- 
played on the screen, showing the EGP from 20:00 to 
23:00 of channels 1, 3 and5 on July 31, 1996. In Fig. 6- 
a, shaded cells, that is, "Baseball: ABC vs. XYZ" on 
channel 1 and "Movie: Jurassic Land" on channel 3 are 
reserved programs. Herein, the broadcast of "Baseball: 
ABC vs. XYZ" has started and is being recorded in the 
second memory means 26,and suppose the broadcast- 
ing time of the baseball game is extended by 20 min- 
utes. The service additional information including the 
change information of the broadcasting time that the 
broadcasting time of the baseball game is extended by 
20 minutes is sent from the transmitting side, and the 
information receiving apparatus 100 receives the serv- 
ice additional information containing this change infor- 
mation (step 8). This service additional information is 
decoded in the channel decoder 17, and is put into the 
input and output information controller 23 through the 
demultiplexer 18, related information processor 20, and 
information composite unit 21. The update information 
entered in the information input and output controller 23 
is put into the memory control means 23h. The memory 
control means 23h receiving the update information 
confirms that the program indicated in this service addi- 
tional information is listed in the EPG recorded in the 
first memory unit 25 (step 9), and the recorded data is 
updated according to the update data (step 1 1), and it is 
judged whether this program overlaps with the record- 
ing time of other plural reserved programs (step 12). In 
this example, it is known that the present program being 
recorded overlaps with the recording time of the "Movie: 
Jurassic Land" on channel 3 for 20 minutes from 21 :00. 
At step 9, incidentally, if the program corresponding to 
the time change is not found in the EPG, the received 
service additional information is discarded (step 10). 
Further, if overlapping of recorcfing time is not detected 
at step 12.the change processing of the broadcasting 
time is terminated at this point (step 13). 

In the memory control means 23h, if ft is detected 
that overlapping of recording time occurs in plural 
reserved programs, the comparing and determining 
means 23g reads out the service additional information 
of "Baseball: ABC vs. XYZ" and "Movie: Jurassic Land" 
stored in the first memory unit 25. and compares them, 
and determines which program to record in the ever- 
lapped time (step 14). The service additional informa- 
tion may be considered to include, for example. 
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information about data size of program, view- ing fee of 
program or tariff information of the program, information 
about whether the program distribution time is fixed or 
not, that is, whether the program is video on-demand or 
near video on-demand or single distribution only, infor- 5 
mation whether program is a series piece or a single 
piece, and many other various information. The compar- 
ing and determining means 23g of the information 
receiving apparatus of embodiment 1 of the invention 
compared specific information out of the information 10 
contained in the service additional information of each 
program, and determines which program to record, out 
of plural programs overlapped in the recording time on 
the basis of a specific criterion. Such specific informa- 
tion may be preset by the user through the external sig- 75 
nal input unit 22. 

For example, as the information to compare, if the 
program tariff information is used, the comparing and 
determining means 23g investigates the tariff informa- 
tion of two programs out of the service additional infor- 20 
mation, and, if the baseball is higher in tariff than the 
movie, determines to record the baseball continuous till 
the end, and start to record the movie when the record- 
ing of the baseball is over, whereas the memory control 
means 23h changes the EPG in the first memory unit 25 25 
and the content of the reserved programs according to 
the above determination (steps 15 and 16), and records 
the program into the second memory unit 26 according 
to the reserved program information after the change. 

In the information receiving apparatus of embodi- 30 
merit 1, after reservation of recording of a program by 
the user, if the broadcasting time of the program is 
changed and the recording time of plural programs is 
overlapped, and the comparing and determining means 
23g of the input and output information controller 23 35 
automatically determines to record either one of the 
programs, usually, the user does not knew such deci- 
sion is made. However, in the information receiving 
apparatus shown in Fig. 1, by installing display means 
such as LED to display such decision, or communica- 40 
tion means for transmitting such decision to mobile 
communication device held by the user such as cellular 
phone, the user recognizes that the reserved program is 
changed. Moreover, in addition to such display of deci- 
sion, in the information receiving apparatus of embodi- 45 
merit 1 ,if the program list compiling means 23i compiles 
the EPG containing this decision, and displays this EPQ 
on the monitor screen according to the request of the 
user, the user instantly knows what change is made in 
the reserved programs. Fig. 6-b is a diagram showing so 
an, example of EPG containing such change informa- 
tion. As shown in the example in Fig. 6-b, in the EPG 
containing the decision change information, in spite of 
the cell of the reserved program, the portion not to be 
recorded is not shaded, and it is visually and clearly ss 
known which time zone of the program is to be actually 
recorded. 

In the explanation of embodiment 1, when the 



recording time of plural programs is partly overlapped, 
the both programs are recorded in the non-overlapped 
portions, and either program is selected and recorded in 
the overlapped portions, but such selection may be 
made in the unit of a program. That is, when the com- 
paring and determining means 23g selects a program, it 
may be determined not to record the non-selected pro- 
gram at all, not only the overlapped portion but also the 
non-overlapped portion in recording time. By such deci- 
sion, when the program is charged with a viewing fee, 
disadvantageous charging of the tariff in spite of only 
partial recording of the program can be avoided. 

In the information receiving apparatus of embodi- 
ment 1 , when the recording time of plural programs is 
overlapped due to change of broadcasting time of pro- 
gram after operation for reservation of recording of a 
program, the comparing and determining means 23g of 
the input and output information controller 23 is 
designed to determine to record either program auto- 
matically. 

Below is explained a first modified example of the 
information receiving apparatus of embodiment 1 . 

The first modified example is structured as shown 
in Fig. 4,and its operation is as shown in steps 1 7 to 22 
in Fig. 12. In particular, steps 17 to 21 are exactly same 
as in the foregoing steps 8 to 12, and the explanation is 
omitted. An input and output information controller 230 
of this modified example detects only overlapping of the 
recording time of plural programs, and does not deter- 
mine which program is to be recorded (step 21), and 
tells the occurrence of duplication of recording time to 
the user by cfisplaying, for example, by lighting up dis- 
play means such as LED 28 (step 22). In such structure, 
the user recognizes duplication of recording time of plu- 
ral programs by the lighting of the LED 28, and can 
operate again to reserve recording by thinking which 
one of the duplicated programs in recording time should 
be recorded. Therefore, the program preferable for the 
user can be recorded. Although this input and output 
information controller 230 does not determine whether 
or not to record the program, when reserving to record 
a program by using the input and output information 
controller 23 in Fig. 1 , as shown in steps 23 to 25 in Fig. 
12, if the program changed in the broadcasting time is 
the reserved program, the information of the reserved 
program is changed according to the detail of change, 
and rf it is not a reserved program, this job is terminated 
(step 24). 

ff, however, the user is away and not present near 
the information receiving apparatus when the recording 
time of plural programs is overlapped, by the display by 
lighting the LED 28 as mentioned above, the user can- 
not recognize the overlapping of recording time of the 
plural programs. As a countermeasure. it may be con- 
sidered to compose an information receiving apparatus 
comprising communication means for noticing that the 
recording time of plural programs is overlapped to a 
mobile communication device such as a cellular phone 
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carried by the user when the input and output informa- 
tion controller detects overlapping of recording time of 
plural programs. Thus the user, if away from the infor- 
mation receiving apparatus, can recognize overlapping 
of recording time of plural programs. Moreover, when 5 
the user recognizes overlapping of recording time of 
reserved program if away from home, it may be 
designed to make a telephone call to the home of the 
information receiving apparatus through general tele- 
phone, cellular phone, PHS or PDA, or to instruct the w 
information receiving apparatus to record which pro- 
gram, by using the DTMF, voice synthesis or voice rec- 
ognrtion.(said PHS is an abridgment of Personal 
Handyphone System which is one of mobile communi- 
cating system in Japan and said PDA is an abridgment 15 
of Personal Digital Assistant) 

Below is described the information to be compared 
by a comparing and determining means 23i. 

In the information receiving apparatus in embodi- 
ment 1 , the comparing and determining means 23g of 20 
the input and output information controller 23 compares 
the tariff information contained in the service additional 
information of each program, and selects the program 
to be recorded, but it may be also designed to compare 
the information other than the tariff information con- 25 
tained in the service additional information, and select 
the program to be recorded. 

Moreover, instead of fixing the information to be 
compared, the user may designate the specific informa- 
tion desired out of the service additional information by so 
giving an instruction to the input and output information 
controller from external input means, such as remote 
control device or keyboard, so that the program more 
preferable for the user may be recorded. 

If tariff discount information is included in the serv- 35 
ice additional information, it may be also designed to 
record the program credited with the tariff discount infor- 
mation by first priority. 

Concerning the information to be compared out of 
the service additional information, a slightly specific 40 
description is given about an example of the information 
relating whether the program distribution time is fixed or 
not, that is, whether the program is video on-demand or 
near video on-demand or a single distribution only. In 
this case, the comparing and determining means 23g 45 
selects to record which one of the plural programs over- 
lapped in recording time, for example, as follows. That 
is, if detecting one of the overlapped programs is fixed in 
distribution time, that is, a single distribution alone, and 
the other is near video on-demand or video on-demand, so 
the program of the fixed distribution time is reserved for 
recording by priority, and as for the near video on- 
demand or videoon demand program, it is determined 
to change the recording time to reserve to record in 
other non-overlapping time. At this time, even in the ss 
case of the program fixed in distribution time, rf repeat 
broadcasting is scheduled in advance and the informa- 
tion of repeat broadcasting such as channel and date of 



repeat broadcasting is included in the service additional 
information, such program may be handled same as the 
near video on-demand or video on-demand program. 

When handling the program of fixed distribution 
time to be broadcast again in this manner, by setting the 
upper limit value of the recording time change, for 
example, one month, and if the program is to be 
repeated in this period, the recording time of this pro- 
gram may be changed to the time of the repeat broad- 
cast, and if the repeat date is over the upper limit, the 
program may be handled as the program of fixed distri- 
bution time. 

Incidentally, the program to be recorded may be 
determined on the basis of the tariff points of charged 
program included in the service additional information 
and the program viewable points held at the information 
receiving apparatus side. The point is the amount of the 
viewing fee expressed in a point system. An example of 
operation in this case is described below. For example, 
if the recording time of program A and program B is 
overlapped, the comparing and determining means 23g 
reads out the program tariff points of program A and 
program B in the service additional information from the 
first memory means, when the sum of the tariff points of 
program A and tariff points of program B is larger than 
the program viewable points, if the tariff points of either 
program A or B are larger than the program viewable 
points, it is determined to record the program of which 
tariff points are within the program viewable points, and 
not to record the other, if the each tariff points of both 
program A and B are smaller than the program viewable 
points, it is determined to record the program having 
higher tariff points. On the other hand, when the sum of 
the tariff points of program A and tariff points of program 
B is within the program viewable points, it may be deter- 
mined to record both programs in the non-overlapped 
recording time, and record the program of the higher 
tariff points in the overlapped recording time. 

In the above explanation, instead of recording the 
program of the higher tariff points, the user may be also 
allowed to set to select to record the program of lower 
tariff points. 

Further, the program to be recorded may be deter- 
mined on the basis of the information about the data 
size or the program contained in the service additional 
information and the memory capacity of the second 
memory 26 for storing the contents. An example of 
operation in this case is described below. 

For example, when the recording time of program A 
and program B is overlapped, the comparing and deter- 
mining means 23g reads out the information about the 
data size of the program in the service additional infor- 
mation of programs A and B out of the first memory 
means 25. and when the balance of subtracting the data 
size of the overlapped portion of programs A and B from 
the sum of the data size of program A and data size of 
program B is larger than the remaining memory capac- 
ity of the second memory means 26, on the whole, the 
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priority of the program is tower in the program later in 
the program ending time, and it may be controlled to 
record the final portion of the contents as far as the 
capacity of the memory unit permits. In the overlapped 
portion of the recording time, it is determined to record 5 
the earlier program, so that at least one program may be 
recorded completely 

On the other hand, when the balance of subtracting 
the data size of the overlapped portion of programs A 
and B from the sum of the data size of program A and 10 
data size of program B is smaller than the remaining 
capacity of the memory unit, it is determined to record 
each program in the non-overlapped recording time, 
and record the program of the smaller data size in the 
overlapped recording time. This is because the program is 
of larger data size is smaller in the ratio of the data size 
in the overlapped portion in the entire program, so that 
the effect of non-recording on the appreciation of the 
program may be considered small. 

Of course, instead of recording the program of 20 
smaller data size in the overlapped recording time as 
mentioned above, the user may be also allowed to set to 
determine to record the program of larger data size. 

In the information receiving apparatus of embodi- 
ment 1, meanwhile, the comparing and determining 25 
means 23g of the input and output information controller 
23 determines the program to be recorded by compar- 
ing only the information included in the service addi- 
tional information of each program, but it may be also 
constituted to determine the program to be recorded in 30 
consideration of other information than the information 
included in the service additional information of the pro- 
grams by the comparing and determining means. For 
example, as shown in a modified example in Fig. 5, it is 
possible to check the user's account balance through an 35 
upward communication line, compare the balance with 
the tariff of the programs, and select a payable program 
considering from the balance. 

A second modified example of the information 
receiving apparatus of embodiment 1 is described 40 
below. 

Fig. 8 shows a structure of the second modified 
example of the information receiving apparatus. Herein, 
viewing trend survey means 30 for investigating the 
viewing trend of the user is provided in the information 45 
receiving apparatus of embodiment 1. The viewing 
trend survey means 30 records the information about 
the genre of the programs viewed by the user in the 
past, and processes statistically, and investigates the 
viewing trend of the user. To understand the viewing so 
trend accurately, the program genre is coded at the 
information provider side and added to the service addi- 
tional information 

Thus, using the viewing trend survey means 30, 
when the recording time of plural programs is over- ss 
lapped, the comparing and determining means 23g 
compares the genre information in the service addi- 
tional information of each program with the viewer's 



viewing trend information recorded in the viewing trend 
survey means 30, and determines the program same as 
or similar to the viewing trend of the user as the program 
to be recorded. 

Embodiment 2 

In the information receiving apparatus in embodi- 
ment 1, when the recording time of plural programs is 
overlapped due to change of broadcasting time after 
reservation of recording of a program, the comparing 
and determining means 23g of the input and output 
information controller 23 determines automatically the 
program to be recorded, whereas in the case of the 
information recording apparatus of embodiment 2, 
when a program desired to be reserved for recording 
overlaps with the recording time of other program 
already reserved for recording at the time to set the pro- 
gram reserved for recording , the input and output infor- 
mation controller automatically determines to record 
either program. 

The structure and operation of the information 
receiving apparatus in embodiment 2 are described 
below. 

The entire structure of the information receiving 
apparatus of embodiment 2 is exactly same as the infor- 
mation receiving apparatus in embodiment 1 . The struc- 
ture of its input and output information controller 23 is 
also same as shown in Fig. 2. The operation of the 
memory controller 23h is same as that in the informa- 
tion receiving apparatus in embodiment 1 , but the timing 
of operation is different. That is, in the information 
receiving apparatus in embodiment 1 , it is designed to 
operate when detecting change in broadcasting time of 
one reserved program, whereas in the information 
receiving apparatus in embodiment 2, every time a pro- 
gram is reserved for recording, the memory controller 
23h detects for overlapping of recording time. This oper- 
ation includes a case of user's operation for record res- 
ervation and a case of automatic operation by the 
information receiving apparatus The case of user's 
operation tor record reservation is described below. The 
user displays the EPQ on the monitor screen (step 27), 
and reserves to record a program, but when there are 
too many channels bang broadcast, related programs 
of all channels cannot be displayed in one screen of the 
EPQ, and the user must change over the screen of the 
EPG and searches a program to be reserved for record- 
ing. In this case, when selecting plural programs on dif- 
ferent screens of the EPG, the recording time may be 
overlapped by mistake. In such a case, the memory 
controller 23h in Fig. 2 compares the time information of 
the service additional information of plural programs 
reserved for recording, and judges if the recording time 
is overlapped or not (step 28). When the memory con- 
troller 23h detects overlapping of recording time of plu- 
ral programs reserved for recording, the comparing and 
determining means 23g reads out the service additional 
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information of the plural programs overlapped in the 
recording time recorded in the first memory unit 25, 
compares the specific information in the service addi- 
tional information of the plural programs on the basis of 
the specified criterion , and determines which program 5 
to be recorded (step 31). The EPG and the program 
record reservation of the program not selected as a 
result of determination are corrected according to the 
result of determination (steps 32 and 33). At step 28, if 
there is no overlapping of recording time, the program 10 
on the EPG is added to an identification symbol of 
record reservation (step 29), and the program record 
reservation information is prepared (step 30). 

Said specific information may be preliminarily des- 
ignated by the user. is 

A practical example of the above operation is given 
below. For instance, the user reserves to record "Movie: 
Jurassic Land* of channel 3 on the EPG screen as 
shown in Fig. 7-a. 

As shown in the screen in Fig. 7-b which is not dis- 20 
played on the present monitor screen, suppose "Move: 
Here Lie the Trees Now" of channel 51 is reserved for 
recording. These two programs are overlapped in 
recording time, and the memory controller 23h detects 
this overlapping. The comparing and determining 25 
means 23g reads out the service additional information 
of the two programs overlapped in recording time being 
recorded in the first memory unit 25. and compares, 
according to the specific criterion, for example, the pro- 
gram tariff information as mentioned in the explanation so 
of embodiment 1 , compares the data size information of 
the programs and memory remaining capacity; or com- 
pares the viewing trend and program genre, and deter- 
mines the program to be recorded on the basis of the 
result. The memory controller 23h changes the EPG 35 
and program record reservation information according 
to the result of determination by the comparing and 
determining means 23g, records in the first memory 
means 25, and records the program in the second 
memory unit 26 on the basis of the program record res- 40 
ervatton information. 

In such information receiving apparatus of embodi- 
ment 2, when the user is setting a program to be 
reserved for recording, if the recording time of the set- 
ting program is overlapped with the recording time of 45 
other program already reserved for recording, the input 
and output information controller 23 determines the pro- 
gram to be recorded automatically according to a spe- 
cific criterion, and reserves to record. Therefore, not 
having to set to reserve for recording again, the program so 
preferred to the user is recorded automatically, and the 
convenience of operation of record reservation can be 
enhanced. Instead of the user's record reservation, the 
same operation is possible also in the case of automatic 
operation by the information receiving apparatus. ss 

In the information receiving apparatus of embodi- 
ment 2, since the user sets reservation for recording on 
the screen shown in Fig. 7-a, if overlapping of recording 



time of programs occurs, the user may not recognize 
that the program selection has been determined. In the 
information receiving apparatus as shown in Fig. 1, 
when display means such as LED for showing such pro- 
gram selection is provided, the user can recognize that 
the content of the program record reservation has been 
changed. 

Also in the information receiving apparatus as 
shown in Fig. 1, when communication means to trans- 
mitting to a mobile communication device such as cellu- 
lar phone carried by the user to tell the determination is 
provided, the user knows, if away from home and not 
present by the information recording apparatus side, 
that the content of the program record reservation has 
been changed by, for example, the operation of program 
record reservation by other family member of the user's 
home. 

In addition to such display of determination, in the 
information receiving apparatus in embodiment 2, pro- 
gram list compiling means 23i compiles a program list 
including this determination content, that is, the EPG, 
and displays this EPG on the monitor screen according 
to the user's request, so that the user recognizes the 
content of the program record reservation at a glance. 
Fig. 7-cis a diagram showing an example of EPG includ- 
ing the content of determination. That is. the program 
list compiling means 23i shuffles the channel sequence 
to show the overlapped channels side by side on the 
same screen, and displays the result of determination 
on both programs on the same screen. In the example 
shown in Fig. 7-c, the cell of the determined and 
selected program "Movie: Jurassic Land" is shaded, 
and the cell of the not selected program "Movie: Here 
Lie the Trees Now* is indicated by ** mark. Herein, Fig. 
7-c displays that the not selected "Movie: Here Lie the 
Trees Now" is determined not to be recorded at all. 

Thus, the user easily knows the overlapped pro- 
gram names and overlapped time, and recognizes at a 
glance which reserved program is to be recorded. Inci- 
dentally, instead of displaying the EPG including the 
content of determination according to the users 
request, it may be always and automatically displayed 
on the monitor screen when the input and output infor- 
mation controller 23 determines the program selection. 

The information receiving apparatus of embodi- 
ment 2 is designed to determine the program to be 
recorded automatically by the comparing and determin- 
ing means 23g of the input and output information con- 
troller 23 when overlapping in recording time of 
programs occurs. 

Herein, in a certain case, it may be considered that 
the input and output information controller 23 only 
detects overlapping of recording time of plural pro- 
grams, but does not determine which program to be 
recorded. In such a case, when the user reserves to 
record a specific program in the EPG (step 34), first the 
EPG is read out from the first memory unit 25 (step 35), 
and it is detected whether the broadcasting time of the 
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program overlaps with the recording time of other 
already reserved program or not (step 36). If overlap- 
ping is detected, the program list compiling means 23i 
of the input and output information controller 23 
changes the sequence of displayed channels so that the 5 
overlapped programs may be shown on a same screen, 
and prepares the shuffled EPG so that the overlapped 
channels are shown side by side, and this overlapped 
content may be displayed on the monitor screen (step 
37). In such onstitution, the user reviews the displayed w 
EPG and recognizes that the recording time of plural 
programs is overlapped, then decides which one of the 
plural programs overlapped in recording time is to be 
recorded, and manipulates again to reserve to record, 
so that the program desired for the user can be 15 
recorded (step 38). Incidentally, if overlapping is not 
detected at step 36. an identification symbol of record 
reservation is added to the program on the EPG (step 
39), and the program record reservation information of 
the program is prepared, and is recorded in the first 20 
memory unit25 (step 40). 

Embodiment 3 

The information receiving apparatus according to 25 
embodiments 1 and 2 are intended to select to record 
which one of the programs automatically by the compar- 
ing and determining means 23g of the input and output 
information controller 23 in case the recording time of 
plural programs is overlapped. The information receiv- 30 
ing apparatus in embodiment 3 is designed to record, 
when the recording time of plural programs is over- 
lapped, both programs alternately by dividing in each 
specific time unit for the overlapped portion of recording 
time. 35 

The structure and operation of the information 
receiving apparatus in embodiment 3 are described 
below. The entire structure of the information receiving 
apparatus in embodiment 3 is exactly same as that of 
the information receiving apparatus in embodiment 1 or 40 
2 shown in Fig. 1. The structure of its input and output 
information controller 23 is also same as shown in Fig. 
2 .except that, when the memory control means 23h 
detects overlapping of recording time of programs, the 
comparing and determining means 23g determines to 45 
record both programs alternately by dividing in each 
specific time unit, instead of determining either prog-am 
to be recorded. 

That is, in the information receiving apparatus in 
embodiment 3. in the case that an overlapping of so 
recording time of plural reserved programs occurs when 
or after reserving to record, the memory control means 
23h in Fig. 2 detects this overlapping of recording time, 
and the comparing and determining means 23g reads 
out the service additional information of the plural pro- ss 
grams overlapped in recording time being recorded in 
the first memory unit 25, compares the service addi- 
tional information of the plural programs according to a 



specific criterion, and record the both programs alter- 
nately at a specific time rate in the overlapped portion of 
recording time. 

This is specifically described below by referring to 
Fig. 9. For example, program A of channel 1 and pro- 
gram B of channel 3 are reserved for recording, and 
their recording time is overlapped for a period of 8:00 to 
8:30. The comparing and determining means 23g reads 
out the service additional information of both programs 
overlapped in recording time being recorded in the first 
memory unit, compares the service additional informa- 
tion of the plural programs on the basis of a specific cri- 
terion, and determines the recording format of the 
programs in this period of 8:00 to 8:30. Fig. 9 is a dia- 
gram showing an example of recording format in the 
overlapped time, and in this example, for 6 minutes from 
8:00 to 8:06, (a1) of program A is recorded, for 2 min- 
utes from 8:06 to 8:08, (b1) of program B is recorded, for 
6 minutes from 8:08 to 8:14, (a2) of program A is 
recorded, for 2 minutes from 8:14 to 8:16, (b2) of pro- 
gram B is recorded, for 6 minutes from 8:16 to 822. (a3) 
of program A is recorded, for 2 minutes from 8:22 to 
8:24, (b3) of program B is recorded, and for 6 minutes 
from 8:24 to 8:30, (a4) of program A is recorded. In this 
way, after recording program A for a specific time, 6 min- 
utes in this case, program B is recorded for a specific 
time, 2 minutes in this case, and thereafter this opera- 
tion is repeated and both programs are recorded alter- 
nately in the overlapped time. Herein, the unit time for 
recording each program can be set at a specific time 
rate depending on the priority of the two programs. The 
priority may be judged, same as in embodiment 1 or 
2,by comparing the service additional information of 
both programs, or by comparing the service additional 
information with other information. When recording the 
contents of each program thus divided into the second 
memory unit 26, the service additional information relat- 
ing to the recording format of the contents of each 
divided program is prepared, and this service additional 
information is recorded together with the program con- 
tents. This service additional information includes "pres- 
ence of other related contents,*' "reproducing sequence 
of individual contents,** and other information so as to be 
capable of reproducing the contents of each divided 
program continuously in each program after recording. 

That is, in (a1) which is a part of the contents of pro- 
gram A, the service additional information includes the 
data name of this portion as (a1), presence of other 
related contents with data names of (a2) to (a4), and the 
continuous reproduction in the sequence of (a1), (a2), 
(a3), and (a4). 

Thus, by recording the service additional informa- 
tion together with the divided contents, when the user 
reproduces the recorded program, as shown in Fig. 10- 
a and Fig. 10-b. the recording time is not overlapped, 
and the normally recorded portion is directly repro- 
duced, and the alternately recorded portion in the over- 
lapped recording time is spliced according to the 
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service additional information recorded together and is 
reproduced continuously. 

In the information receiving apparatus of embodi- 
ment 3. when the recording time of the reserved pro- 
grams is overlapped, the input and output information s 
controller 23 determines to record both programs alter- 
nately according to a specific time rate in the over- 
lapped recording portion, so that a preferable program 
recording may be done automatically . 

10 

Embodiment 4 

The information receiving apparatus of the forego- 
ing embodiments 1, 2 and 3 relates to solving of prob- 
lems relating to overlap of recording time of reserved is 
programs due to change in broadcasting time of pro- 
grams. In the information recording apparatus in 
embodiment 4, whether or not to reserve to record a 
program newly introduced in service additional informa- 
tion is judged automatically by the information receiving 20 
apparatus, and its result is executed. 

In this information receiving apparatus, to the infor- 
mation receiving apparatus as set forth in claim 4, view- 
ing trend survey means 30 for recording the information 
about the genre of programs reserved for recording in 25 
the past and analyzing the information and investigat- 
ing the viewing trend of the user is added, and also a 
function of comparing the information about the genre 
of the program added to the service additional informa- 
tion with the viewing trend by the viewing trend survey 30 
means 30, and judging whether or not to reserve to 
record the program on the basis of the result is added to 
the comparing and determining means 23g. 

Concerning the operation of this information receiv- 
ing apparatus, only the feature points are described 35 
below. 

The service additional information describing the 
information about the genre of the program by the 
sender of the service additional information is received, 
and the genre information of the program is extracted 40 
(step 41). 

The viewing trend survey means 30 analyzes the 
genre of the programs reserved for recording in the 
past and adds the recording priority to the genre of the 
high frequency of record reservation (step 42), and 45 
determines the genre to reserve for recording by using 
the record reservation priority by genre (step 43). When 
the information receiving apparatus receives new serv- 
ice additional information, the comparing and determin- 
ing means 23g judges if the genre of the service so 
additional information is contained in the genre of 
record reservation or not (step 44), and judges whether 
or not to reserve to record on the basis of the judging 
result, adds the symbol of record reservation to the cell 
of the program in the EPG when reserving to record ss 
(step 46), and creates the program record reservation 
information descrtoing the content of the reserved pro- 
gram (step 47). Therefore, rf the user does not judge to 



reserve to record or manipulate to set the reservation, 
the program suited to the preference of the user is 
reserved and recorded, rf determined not to reserve to 
record at step 44, the extracted genre information is dis- 
carded (step 45). 

Moreover the genre of the program to be recorded 
may be directly entered by the user. 

The effects of the invention are described below. 

First, according to the information receiving appara- 
tus of claim 1 of the invention, when receiving the serv- 
ice additional information including the information of 
change of broadcasting time of a reserved program 
already reserved to be recorded, the memory control 
means comprises display means for displaying overlap- 
ping of recorcfing time of plural reserved programs due 
to change in broadcasting time of the reserved program. 
Therefore, after reservation for recording of plural pro- 
grams by the user, if overlapping of recording time of 
plural reserved programs should occur due to change in 
broadcasting time of the reserved program, the user 
easily recognizes this, so that counteraction to the dupli- 
cate reservations can be possible. 

Also, according to the information receiving appara- 
tus of claim 2 of the invention, when receiving the serv- 
ice additional information including the information of 
change of broadcasting time of a reserved program 
already reserved to be recorded, the memory control 
means comprises communication means for transmit- 
ting overlapping of recording time of plural reserved pro- 
grams due to change in broadcasting time of the 
reserved program to the mobile communication device 
carried by the user. Therefore, after reservation for 
recording of plural programs by the user, if overlapping 
of recording time of plural reserved programs should 
occur due to change in broadcasting time of the 
reserved program, the user easily recognizes this if 
away from home, so that counteraction to the duplicate 
reservations can be possible. 

Also, according to the information receiving appara- 
tus of claim 3 of the invention, when receiving the serv- 
ice additional information including the information of 
change of broadcasting time of a reserved program 
already reserved to be recorded, and the memory con- 
trol means detects overlapping of recording time of plu- 
ral reserved programs due to change in broadcasting 
time of the reserved program, it comprises comparing 
and determining means for comparing the specific infor- 
mation in the service additional information of the plural 
reserved programs overlapped in recording time, and 
determining either one program out put the plural over- 
lapped reserved programs for the overlapped recording 
time on the basis of the result of comparison. Therefore, 
after reservation for recording of plural programs by the 
user, if overlapping of recording time of plural reserved 
programs should occur due to change in broadcasting 
time of the reserved program, the program recording 
preferable for the user is performed automatically 

Also, according to the information receiving appara- 
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tus of claim 4 of the invention, at the time of reservation 
for recording a program, when the memory control 
means detects overlapping of the recording time of the 
program to be reserved for recording with the recording 
time of other program already reserved for recording, 5 
the comparing and determining means compares the 
specific information in the service additional information 
of the plural reserved programs overlapped in recording 
time, and selects a program to be recorded out of the 
plural reserved programs in the overlapped portion of 10 
the recording time on the basis of the result of compari- 
son. Therefore, the user does not have to set again to 
reserve for recording, and the program recording prefer- 
able for the user is performed automatically, so that the 
convenience of operation may be enhanced. 15 

Also, according to the information receiving appara- 
tus of claim 5 of the invention, in addition to the informa- 
tion recording apparatus of claim 3 or 4, the viewing 
trend survey means for investigating the user's viewing 
trend by recording the viewing history of programs by 20 
the user is provided, and the comparing and determin- 
ing means selects the program to be recorded from the 
plural reserved programs overlapped in the recording 
time in consideration of the user's viewing trend investi- 
gated by the viewing trend survey means. Therefore, if 25 
overlapping of recording time occurs in plural reserved 
programs, the preferred program on the basis of the 
user's viewing trend is recorded automatically. 

Also, according to the information receiving appara- 
tus of claim 6 of the invention, in addition to the informa- 30 
tion recording apparatus of claim 3 or 4. display means 
is provided for displaying that the comparing and deter- 
mining means has selected a program to be recorded 
out of plural reserved programs overlapped in recording 
time. Therefore the user easily recognizes that overlap- 35 
ping in recording time occurs in plural reserved pro- 
grams and that a program to be recorded has been 
selected out of the overlapped plural reserved pro- 
grams. 

Also, according to the information receiving appara- 40 
tus of claim 7 of the invention, in addition to the informa- 
tion recording apparatus of claim 3 or 4, there is 
communication means for transmitting that the compar- 
ing and determining means has selected a program to 
be recorded out of plural reserved programs overlapped 45 
in recording time, to a mobile communication device. 
Therefore the user easily recognizes, if away from 
home, that overlapping in recording time occurs in plural 
reserved programs and that a program to be recorded is 
selected out of the overlapped plural reserved pro- so 
grams. 

Also, according to the information receiving appara- 
tus of claim 8 of the invention, in addition to the informa- 
tion recording apparatus of claim 3 or 4, program list 
compiling means is provided for compiling an EPG dis- ss 
playing the result of determination by the comparing 
and determining means and displaying the compiled 
EPG on a monitor screen. Therefore, if overlapping in 



recording time occurs in plural reserved programs, the 
user confirms at a glance the program to be recorded 
out of the plural overlapped reserved programs. 

The information receiving apparatus of claim 9 of 
the invention comprises the program list compiling 
means for compiling an EPG newly displaying plural 
reserved programs overlapped in recording time on a 
same screen, and displaying the compiled EPG on a 
monitor screen, at the time of reserving by the user 
reserving to record a program by using a specific screen 
of the EPG, when the memory control means detects 
overlapping of the recording time of a program to be 
reserved for recording with the recording time of a pro- 
gram already reserved for recording. Therefore, if over- 
lapping of recording time of plural reserved programs 
occurs on different screens of the EPG, the user can 
check at a glance, and can reserve to record easily and 
correctly. 

The information receiving apparatus of claim 10 of 
the invention comprises the comparing and determining 
means for determining to record both of plural reserved 
programs overlapped in recording time alternately by 
dividing in each specific time when the memory control 
means investigates for overlapping of recording time in 
plural reserved programs and detects overlapping. 
Therefore, if overlapping in recording time occurs in plu- 
ral reserved programs, both overlapped programs can 
be recorded, and both contents can be recorded if not 
completely. 

In the information receiving apparatus of claim 1 1 of 
the invention, relating to the information receiving appa- 
ratus of claim 10, the comparing and determining 
means compares the specific information in the service 
additional information of the program of the plural 
reserved programs overlapped in recording time, and 
determines the rate of specific time for recording the 
plural reserved programs alternately on the basis of the 
result of comparison. Therefore, both overlapped pro- 
grams can be recorded automatically, if not completely, 
at a more preferred rate for the user. 

In the information receiving apparatus of claim 1 2 of 
the invention, relating to the information receiving appa- 
ratus of claim 10 or 1 1, reproducing means is provided 
for reproducing only specific portions of the program 
continuously, when reproducing the alternately 
recorded portions of the both reserved programs by 
dividing by each specific time. Therefore, in the alter- 
nately recorded portions by dividing the two overlapped 
reserved programs in each specific time, only the 
recorded portions relating to one program can be 
viewed continuously. 

The information receiving apparatus of claim 13 of 
the invention judges if the program indicated by the 
service additional information satisfies the user's view- 
ing trend or not, by using the user's viewing trend by the 
viewing trend survey means and the information about 
the genre of program in the service additional informa- 
tion, and reserves to record the program automatically if 
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satisfactory, and therefore the user does not have to 
check and judge the service additional information 
newly introducing programs, and the program suited to 
the preference of the user can be reserved and 
recorded. 5 

According to the information receiving method of 2. 
claim 14 of the invention, when the change in the broad- 
cast time of the program reserved for recording is 
noticed, or when the user newly sets to reserve for 
recording, it is automatically investigated whether over- 10 
lapping broadcasting time of program being reserved 
with broadcasting time of the already reserved program 
occurs or not, and if overlapping occurs, it is noticed to 
the user, so that the user can easily react to overlapping 
without having to pay attention all the time. is 

According to the information receiving method of 
claim 15 of the invention, when the change in the broad- 
cast time of the program reserved for recording is 
noticed through service additional information, or when 
the user newly sets to reserve for recording, it is auto- 20 
matically investigated whether overlapping broadcast- 
ing time of program being reserved with the recording 
time of the already reserved program occurs or not, and 
if overlapping is detected, for recording of the over- 
lapped portion, the program preferable for the user is 25 
selected automatically, and the record reservation of the 
selected program can be changed automatically. There- 
fore, while the user does not have to pay special atten- 
tion, if the broadcasting time is changed, the preferable 
program for the user can be recorded. 30 3. 

According to the information receiving method of 
claim 16 of the invention, when receiving new service 
additional information introducing programs, if a pro- 
gram suited to the preference of the user is found, it is 
automatically reserved for recording. Therefore, while 35 
the user does not have to pay special attention, the pref- 
erable program for the user can be recorded. 

Claims 

40 

1. An information receiving apparatus for receiving a 
program including picture, sound and/or data, and 
information about the program or service additional 
information, comprising: 

45 

information receiving means for receiving the 
program and service additional information, 
memory means for recording the program and 
service additional information received by the 
information receiving means, so 
reservation input means for reserving to record 
the program indicated by the service additional 
information received by the information receiv- 
ing means, 

memory control means for detecting overlap- 55 
ping of recording time of reserved programs or 
programs reserved to be recorded by the reser- 
vation input means according to the service 



additional information, and 
display means for displaying detection of over- 
lapping of recording time of the plural reserved 
programs by the memory control means. 

An information receiving apparatus for receiving a 
program including picture, sound and/or data, and 
information about the program or service additional 
information, comprising: 

information receiving means for receiving the 
program and service additional information, 
memory means for recording the program and 
service additional information received by the 
information receiving means, 
reservation input means for reserving to record 
the program indicated by the service additional 
information received by the information receiv- 
ing means, 

memory control means for detecting overlap- 
ping of recording time of reserved programs or 
programs reserved to be recorded by the reser- 
vation input means according to the service 
additional information, and 
communication means for transmitting detec- 
tion of overlapping of recording time of the plu- 
ral reserved programs by the memory control 
means to a mobile communication device. 

An information receiving apparatus for receiving a 
program including picture, sound and/or data, and 
information about the program or service additional 
information, comprising: 

information receiving means for receiving the 
program and service additional information, 
memory means for recording the program and 
service additional information received by the 
information receiving means, 
reservation input means for reserving to record 
the program indicated by the service additional 
information received by the information receiv- 
ing means, 

memory control means for detecting overlap- 
ping of recording time due to change in broad- 
casting time according to the service additional 
information, in reserved programs reserved for 
recording by the reservation input means, 
when the information receiving means receives 
the service information noticing change in 
broadcasting time of program, 
selecting means for selecting one program out 
of programs overlapped in recording time, by 
using the service additional information of the 
reserved programs of which overlapping of 
recording time is detected by the memory con- 
trol means, for record reservation of detected 
overlapped portion, and 
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change memory means for changing and stor- 
ing the record reservation by the reservation 
input means on the basis of the result of the 
selecting means. 

4. An information receiving apparatus for receiving a 
program including picture, sound and/or data, and 
information about the program or service additional 
information, comprising: 

information receiving means for receiving the 
program and service additional information, 
memory means for recording the program and 
service additional information received by the 
information receiving means, 
reservation input means for reserving to record 
the program indicated by the service additional 
information received by the information receiv- 
ing means, 

memory control means for detecting overlap- 
ping of broadcasting time of a program 
reserved for recording with the recording time 
of a reserved program reserved for recording 
by the reservation input means according to 
the service additional information, when 
reserving a program to be recorded by the 
user. 

selecting means for selecting one program out 
of the overlapped programs, by using the serv- 
ice additional information of the reserved pro- 
grams of which overlapping of recording time is 
detected by the memory control means, for 
record reservation of detected overlapped por- 
tion, and 

memory change means for changing and stor- 
ing the record reservation by the reservation 
input means on the basis of the result of the 
selecting means. 

5. An information receiving apparatus of claim 3 or 4, 
further comprising viewing trend survey means for 
investigating the viewing trend of the user by statis- 
tically processing the viewing history of the past 
programs of the user, wherein the selecting means 
determines the program to be recorded out of plural 
reserved programs overlapped in recording time in 
consideration of the viewing trend of the user inves- 
tigated by the viewing trend survey means. 

6. An information receiving apparatus of claim 3 or 4, 
further comprising display means for displaying to 
have selected one program out of the plural 
reserved programs overlapped in recording time by 
the selecting means. 

7. An information receiving apparatus of claim 3 or 4, 
further comprising communication means for trans- 
mitting to have selected one program out of the plu- 



ral reserved programs overlapped in recording time 
by the selecting means to a mobile communication 
device. 

5 8. An information receiving apparatus of claim 3 or 4, 
further comprising program list compiling means for 
compiling a program list displaying the result of 
determination by the selecting means. 

10 9. An information receiving apparatus for receiving a 
program including picture, sound and/or data, and 
information about the program or service additional 
information, comprising: 

75 information receiving means for receiving the 

program and service additional information, 
memory means for recording the program and 
service additional information received by the 
information receiving means, 
20 reservation input means for reserving to record 

the program indicated by the service additional 
information received by the information receiv- 
ing means, 

memory control means for detecting overlap- 
25 ping of recording time of a program reserved 

for recording with the recording time of other 
reserved programs already reserved for 
recording on all screens including the screens 
other than the specific screen on the electronic 
30 program guide, when the user reserves to 

record a program by using the specific screen 
of the electronic program guide compiled on 
the basis of the service additional information, 
and 

35 program list compiling means for compiling the 

electronic program guide for displaying plural 
reserved programs overlapped in recording 
time on a same screen of the monitor screen 
when the memory control means detects over- 
40 lapping of recording time of plural reserved pro- 

grams. 

10. An information receiving apparatus for receiving a 
program including picture, sound and/or data, and 
45 information about the program or service additional 
information, comprising: 

information receiving means for receiving the 
program and service additional information, 
so memory means for recording the program and 

service additional information received by the 
information receiving means, 
reservation input means for reserving to record 
the program indicated by the service additional 
55 information received by the information receiv- 

ing means or indicated by user, 
memory control means for detecting overlap- 
ping of recording time of program being 
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reserved with the recording time of a reserved 
program already reserved by the reservation 
input means when the information receiving 
means receives the service information telling 
change of broadcasting time of programs and 5 
when the user reserves to record a program, 
comparing and determining means for deter- 
mining to record both overlapped reserved pro- 
grams alternately by dividing in each specific 
time in the recording time overlapped portions, 10 
and 

memory change means for changing and stor- 
ing the record reservation by the reservation 
input means on the basis of the result of deter- 
mination of the comparing and determining is 
means. 

11. An information receiving apparatus for receiving a 
program including picture, sound and/or data, and 
information about the program or service additional 20 
information, comprising: 

information receiving means for receiving the 
program and service additional information, 
memory means for recording the program and 25 
service additional information received by the 
information receiving means, 
reservation input means for reserving to record 
the program indicated by the service additional 
information received by the information receiv- 30 
ing means or indicated by user, 
memory control means for detecting overlap- 
ping of recording time of program being 
reserved with the recording time of a reserved 
program already reserved by the reservation 35 
input means when the information receiving 
means receives the service information telling 
change of broadcasting time of programs and 
when the user reserves to record a program, 
corrparing and determining means for compar- 40 
ing the importance of the each program over- 
lapped in recording time according to the 
service additional information of the plural 
reserved programs overlapped in recording 
time, and determining to record the overlapped 45 
portions alternately by dividing by a time rate 
determined on the basis of the importance, and 
memory change means for changing and stor- 
ing the record reservation by the reservation 
input means on the basis of the result of deter- so 
rrtination of the comparing and determining 
means. 

12. An information receiving apparatus of claim 10 or 

11, further comprising reproducing means for ss 
reproducing only specif ted program portions contin- 
uously when reproducing the alternately recorded 
portions by dividing in specific time in the over- 



lapped portions of the overlapped reserved pro- 
grams, so that only the specified program can be 
reproduced continuously if not completely. 

13. An information receiving apparatus for receiving a 
program including picture, sound and/or data, and 
information about the program or service additional 
information, comprising: 

information receiving means for receiving the 
program and service additional information, 
memory means for recording the program and 
service additional information received by the 
information receiving means, 
reservation input means for reserving to record 
the program indicated by the service additional 
information received by the information receiv- 
ing means, 

viewing trend survey means for investigating 
the viewing trend of the user by analyzing the 
viewing history of past programs by the user, 
and 

comparing and determining means for corrpar- 
ing the viewing trend and the genre information 
of the program of the service additional infor- 
mation being received, and determining 
whether or not to reserve to record. 

14. An information receiving method for receiving a 
program including picture, sound and/or data, and 
information about the program or service additional 
information, comprising: 

a step of receiving the program and service 
additional information, 

a step of recording the received program and 
service additional information, 
a step of reserving to record the received pro- 
gram, 

a step of detecting overlapping of recording 
time of reserved programs reserved for record- 
ing according to the recorded service addi- 
tional information, and 

a step of transmitting and displaying of overlap- 
ping of reserved recording time. 

15. An information receiving method for receiving a 
program including picture, sound and/or data, and 
information about the program or service additional 
information, comprising: 

a step of receiving the program and service 
additional information, 

a step of recording the received program and 
service additional information, 
a step of reserving to record the received pro- 
gram, 

a step of detecting overlapping of recording 
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time of reserved programs reserved for record- 
ing according to the recorded service addi- 
tional information, 

a step of selecting one program out of reserved 
programs detected to be overlapped in the s 
reserved time, by using the service additional 
information, about the record reservation of 
overlapped portions. 

a step of changing and storing the record res- 
ervation on the basis of the result of selection. 10 

16. An information receiving method for receiving a 
program including picture, sound and/or data, and 
information about the program or service additional 
information, comprising: is 

a step of receiving the program and service 
additional information, 

a step of recording the received program and 
service additional information, 20 
a step of investigating the viewing trend from 
the genre information of the programs reserved 
for recording in the past, and determining the 
reservation record priority order by genre, 
a step of determining whether or not to reserve 25 
to record the program indicated by the service 
additional information according to the genre 
information of the newly received service addi- 
tional information and the viewing trend, and 
a step of reserving to record the program indi- 30 
cated by the received service additional infor- 
mation on the basis of the result of 
determination. 
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corresponding to specific 
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unit. 
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of corresponding prograa 
is prepared, and recorded 
in first aeaory unit. 



BNSOOCia < EP_0836320A2_I_> 



30 



EP0836 320A2 



Fig. 15 



Program genre 
information is 
extracted fro* received 
service additional 
info nation. 



Step 41 



Genre of reserved 
program recorded In 
the past is 
statistically 
processed, and priority 
order of record 
reservation by genre 
is determined, 
reservation 

E 



Step 42 



Genre of program to be 
reserved for recording 
is determined 
according to the 
priority order by 
genre. 



Step 43 



Step 46 




Step 44 
no 



Identification symbol of 
record reservation is 
attached to corresponding 
program on EPG. and it 
is recorded in first 
ry unit- 



1 


r Step 45 




Extracted genre 




information is 




discarded. 



Step 47 



Information necessary for 
prograa reservation record 
is extracted from the 
corresponding service 
additional information, and 
prograa record reservation 
information is compiled. 



31 

BNSDOCID: <EP 083832QA2 I > 



(19) 



EuropSisches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office europgen des brevets 



(12) 



(88) Date of publication A3: 

05.04.2000 Bulletin 2000/14 

(43) Date of publication A2: 

15.04.1998 Bulletin 1998/16 

(21) Application number: 97117287.9 

(22) Date of filing: 07.1 0.1 997 



(H) EP 0 836 320 A3 

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 

(51) Intel 7 : H04N 7/088 



(84) Designated Contracting States: 


• Sakaguchl, Etsuyoshl 


AT BE CH DE DK ES Fl FR GB GR IE IT LI LU MC 


Ibarakl-shi, Osaka 567 (JP) 


NL PT SE 


• Henmi, Hidemi 




Otsu-shi, Shiga 520-21 (JP) 


(30) Priority: 08.10.1996 J P 26710396 






(74) Representative: 


(71) Applicant: 


Kugele, Bernhard et al 


MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC INDUSTRIAL CO., LTD. 


NOVAPAT INTERNATIONAL SA, 


Kadoma-shi, Osaka 571-0050 (JP) 


9, Rue du Valals 


(72) Inventors: 


1202 Geneve (CH) 


• Inoue, Hideki 




Takatsuki-shi, Osaka 569 (JP) 





CO 

< 

o 

CM 
CO 

CO 
CO 
CO 



16 



(54) Information receiving method and information receiving apparatus using the same method 

(57) Information receiving apparatus comprising 
memory means for recording contents of a program and h» t 

sen/ice additional information containing information 
relating to a program received in said information 
receiving apparatus, means for reserving to record a 
program on the basis of service additional information, 
means for detecting overlapping of recording time of 
programs, selecting means for comparing service addi- 
tional information of programs overlapped in recording 
time, and selecting a program preferable for the user, 
means for changing record reservation of program on 
the basis of the result of selection, viewing trend survey 
means for investigating the viewing trend of the user, 
and reproducing means, a program preferable for the 
user is automatically reserved for recording according 
to service additional information , or a preferred pro- 
gram out of overlapped programs is automatically 
selected and recorded in the case of change in broad- 
casting time. 



± 



IT 



c 



fr^l ^l I 1 

■i 1 Jf\ . 

^■WH^ ST* 



Q. 
LU 



Primed by Xerox (UK) Business Services 
2.16.7/ae 



BNSDOCID: <EP 0836320A3_I_ 



EP 0 836 320 A3 




European Patent 
Office 



EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 



Application Number 

EP 97 11 7287 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 



Citation of document with indication, where appropriate, 
of relevant passages 



Relevant 
to claim 



CLASSIFICATION OF THE 
APPLICATION (lnt.CI.6) 



EP 0 668 698 A (TELEDI FFUSION DE FRANCE) 
23 August 1995 (1995-08-23) 

* abstract * 

* column 8, line 4 - line 45 * 

EP 0 191 149 A (GRUNDIG E.M.V. 
ELEKTRO-MECHANISCHE V ERSUCHS AN STA LT ) 
20 August 1986 (1986-08-20) 

* abstract * 

* page 6, line 12 - page 7, line 24 * 

PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 

vol. 95, no. 11, 

26 December 1995 (1995-12-26) 

& JP 07 203323 A (VICTOR COMPANY OF 

JAPAN) , 4 August 1995 (1995-08-04) 

* abstract * 



PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 
vol. 17, no. 89 (E-1323), 
22 February 1993 (1993-02-22) 
& JP 04 284080 A (TOSHIBA), 
8 October 1992 (1992-10-O8) 

* abstract * 

GB 2 126 002 A (BREESE) 
14 March 1984 (1984-03-14) 

* page 1, left-hand column, line 24 - page 
2, left-hand column, line 50 * 

* page 3, right-hand column, line 86 - 
line 117 * 

US 4 635 121 A (HOFFMAN ET AL. ) 
6 January 1987 (1987-01-06) 

* abstract; figure 1 * 

* column 2, line 7 - column 23 * 

* column 5, line 43 - column 7, line 60 * 

-/-- 



Th e pr eim i t ixjuj oh re po rt haa b e 



> up for all u l ui i wa 



1.3,4,6, 

8,14,15 

9 



1,4,6,8, 
14 



HG4N7/088 



9,15 
1,14 



4,6,8,9, 
15 

3-5,15 



TECHNICAL FIELDS 
SEARCHED (InLCLB) 



H04N 



1,3,4,6, 
8,14,15 



Ptao* of march 

THE HAGUE 



Date of oomptat i on at the wrch 

30 September 1999 



BERWITZ, P 



CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS 

X : parbou tarty relevant * taken alone 
Y : particularly relevant * oombined with another 

document of the ear 
A ; teonno top i c a l background 
O i nun* written disclosure 
P : intermediate document 



T : theory or principle underlying the inv enti on 
E : earlier potent document, but pubeerwd on ? or 

■fter the Sing data 
D : document cited in the application 
L : document c*ed for other reasons 

ft": inemberof the same patent famsy, corresponding 
document 



2 



BNSOOCID: < EP 083632QA3_I_> 



EP 0 836 320 A3 



European Patent 
Office 



EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 



Application Number 

EP 97 11 7287 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 



Citation of document with indication, where appropriate, 
of relevant passages 



Relevant 
to claim 



CLASSIFICATION OF THE 
APPLICATION (lnLCI.6) 



DE 36 16 743 A (GRUNDIG E.M.V. 
ELEKTRO-MECHANISCHE VERSUCHSANSTALT) 
19 November 1987 (1987-11-19) 

* column 3, line 51 - column 4, line 2 

PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 
vol. 97, no. 1, 
31 January 1997 (1997-01-31) 
& JP 08 227544 A (HASHIMOTO), 
3 September 1996 (1996-09-03) 

* abstract * 



1,3,4,6, 
14 



2,4,7 



The p res ent search r ep or t hna b een drawn up fo r al l cluinu 



TECHNICAL FIELDS 
SEARCHED (IntCL6) 



Ptaoe of search 

THE HAGUE 



Date of completion of the search 

39 September 1999 



BERWITZ, P 



CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS 

X : particularly relevant if taken ajone 

Y : particularly relevant if oojnbtned with another 

document of the ivim fifltoyi wy 
A : technological background 
O : non-written c 
P: 



T : theory or principle underlying the invention 
E : earlier patent document, but published on, or 

after the fling dote 
D : document cited in the appTioation 
L : document cited tor other reasons 



& : member of the same patent family, corresponding 
document 



3 



BNSDOCID: <EP 083632OA3_f_> 



EP 0 836 320 A3 



J) 



European Patent 
Off tee 



Application Number 

EP 97 11 7287 



CLAIMS INCURRING FEES 



The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims. 

□ Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit The present European search 
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have 
been paid, namely daim(s): 



□ No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has 
been drawn up for the first ten claims. 



LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION 



The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 



see sheet B 



□ 
□ 
□ 



All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit The present European search report has 
been drawn up for all claims. 

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division 
did not invite payment of any additional fee. 

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit The present European 
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the 
inventions In respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims; 



□ None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit The present European search 
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the mverroon 
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims: 

1 - 12 . 14 , 15 



BNSIXCID: <EP 0836320A3_I_> 



EP 0 836 320 A3 




European Patent 
Office 



LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION 
SHEET B 



EP 97 11 7287 



The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 



1. Claims: 1-12, 14, 15 

Reservation of programs for recording. Detection of 
overlapping of recording times, 

2. Claims: 13, 16 

Automatic reservation of programs for recording according to 
the user's viewing profile. 



5 



BNSDOCIO <EP 0836320A3 I > 



EP 0 836 320 A3 



ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 
ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. 



EP 97 11 7287 



This annex lists the patent f amity members relating to the patent documents cited In the above-mentioned European search report. 
The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EOP file on 

The European Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information. 

30-09-1999 



Patent document 
cited in search report 


Publication 
date 


Patent family 
members) 


Publication 
dote 


tr DD0D70 


A 

n 


23-08-1995 


r K 


CI LU3c.f A 


18-08-1995 


EP 191149 


A 


20-08-1986 


DE 


3505006 A 


14-08-1986 








AT 


55529 T 


15-08-1990 


JP 67203323 


A 


04-08-1995 


NONE 






JP 04284080 


A 


08-10-1992 


NONE 






GB 2126002 


A 


14-03-1984 


NONE 






US 4635121 


A 


06-01-1987 


DE 


3243610 A 


30-05-1984 








AT 


26028 T 


15-04-1987 








AU 


564755 B 


27-08-1987 








AU 


2162983 A 


31-05-1984 








EP 


0112589 A 


04-07-1984 








JP 


1671464 C 


12-06-1992 








JP 


3037770 B 


06-06-1991 








JP 


59108433 A 


22-06-1984 


DE 3616743 


A 


19-11-1987 


AT 


64220 T 


15-06-1991 








EP 


0246392 A 


25-11-1987 


JP 08227544 


A 


03-09-1996 


NONE 







uj For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82 



BNSDOC1D: <EP 0636320A3_I_ 



